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STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Executive Committee of the Faculty Assembly  
Dr. James Harrison, Chair     ‘28 
       (Faculty Senator, 27) 
Dr. Jolene Zirnheld, Vice Chair ‘28 
       (Faculty Senator, 26) 
Dr. Wil Abshier, Secretary                  ‘28       
Dr. Tiffany McPheeters (Faculty Senator, 26) 
Dr. Thomas Salter (Faculty Senator, 28)  
*Faculty Senator (serves 3 years) 
 
DMD Program Admissions Committee 
Dr. Marija Sasek, Chair        ‘27 
Dr. Sintelle Kent                       ‘26 
Dr. Martha Munoz-Drummond ‘26 
Dr. Brian Marrillia    ‘26  
Dr. Thomas Salter  ‘27 
Dr. Justin Whitney                     ‘27 
Dr. Alma Ljaljevic-Tucakovic (Ex-Officio) 
Dean Appointed Members: 
Dr. Sherry Babbage                      ‘26 
Dr. Abbie Beacham ‘27 
Dr. Marcie Cole ‘26 
Dr. Gabriela Garza        ‘27 
Dr. Christiano Santos ‘26 
Dr. Breacya Washington ‘27  
 
DMD Program Curriculum Committee 
Dr. Gustavo Santaella, Chair (DXOH) ‘26 
Dr. Michelle Baxter (DXOH)      ‘26 
Dr. Suzanne Barnes (OIID/OMFS) ‘27 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt (RARD) ‘27 
Dr. Eduardo Bortoluzzi (DXOH)       ‘26 
Dr. Alia Eldairi (CMPD)  ‘26 
Dr. Kathleen Fischer (CMPD)  ‘27 
Dr. Guillermo Rougier (Basic Sciences) ‘27 
Dr. Justin Whitney (CMPD)  ‘26 
Ms. Krista Manche (D4)   ‘26 
Ms. Gabriela Cavinta (D3)            ‘27 
Ms. Autumn Pipkin (D2)             ‘28 
Mr. Clayton Ross (D1)  ‘29 
Dr. Abbie Beacham (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. John Firriolo (Ex-Officio) 
Ms. Vida Vaughn (Ex-Officio-Library) 
Dr. Randall Vaught (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
 

 
Clinic Operations and Patient Care 
Dr. Alia Eldairi, Chair 
Dr. Wil Abshier (Alpha) 
Dr.  Thomas Lawrence (Alpha) 
Dr. David Hannigan (Bravo) 
Dr. Marija Sasek (Bravo) 
Dr. James Harrison (Charlie)  
Dr. Martha Munoz-Drummond (Charlie) 
Dr. Allison Geary (Delta) 
Dr. Breacya Washington (Delta) 
Dr. Brian Marrillia (Echo) 
Dr. Mark Vance (Echo) 
Dr. Doug Cotton (Foxtrot) 
Dr. Jolene Zirnheld (Foxtrot)   
Dr. Abbie Beacham (PPD – Behavioral Sciences, 
Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt (PPD – Fixed Prosth) 
Dr. Eduardo Bortoluzzi (PPD - Endo) 
Dr. John Firriolo (PPD - Oral Medicine) 
Dr. Kathleen Fischer (PPD - Treatment Planning) 
Dr. Robert Flint (PPD - Oral Surgery) 
Dr. Sudha Gudhimella - (PPD - Ortho) 
Dr. Hector Martinez (PPD - Pedo) 
VACANT (PPD – Removable Pros) 
Dr. Thomas Salter (CD – Complete Dentures) 
Dr. Gustavo Santaella (PPD – Radiology and Dental 
Imaging) 
Dr. Brian Shumway (PPD - Oral Pathology) 
Dr. John Virag (PPD - Perio) 
Dr. Jackie Singleton (PD - DH) 
Dr. Jacob Bishop (Director, Laboratory QA) 
Dr. Michelle Baxter (Ex-Officio) 
Ms. Jillian Cain (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Juliet Dunaway (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Randall Vaught (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
Ms. Krista Manche (D4)   ‘26 
Ms. Gabriela Cavinta (D3)   ‘27   
DMD Program Student Progress and  
Promotion Committee (SPPC) 
Dr. Wil Abshier, Chair (CMPD)  ‘27  
Dr. Susan Barnes (OMFS)  ‘26 
Dr. John Firriolo (DXOH)  ’26 
Dr. Allison Geary (CMPD)  ‘27 
Dr. Sarah Kande (DXOH)  ‘27 
Dr. Daniel Montero (RARD)  ‘26 
Dr. Thomas Salter (CMPD)  ‘26 
Dr. Lisa Sandell (OIID)   ‘27 
Dr. Marcie Cole (Basic Science)  ‘27 
Dr. Abbie Beacham (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Ex-Officio) 
Ms. Audra French (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Alma Ljaljevic (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio
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STANDING COMMITTEES (cont.) 
 
Student Review Council 
Dr. David Braunstein, Chair ‘26   
Dr. Wil Abshier  ‘26   
Dr. Thomas Salter  ‘27 
Dr. Erin Schroeder, Sec.  ‘27 
Mr. Jacob Cuel (D4)   ‘26 
Mr. Miguel Miranda (D3)   ‘26 
Mr. Dekaider Jackson (D2)   ‘26 
Ms. Elexia Campbell (D1)   ‘26 
Ms. Jocelyn Young (DH4)   ‘26 
Ms. Grace Scudder (DH3)   ‘26 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
Dean Appointed: 
Dr. David Hannigan  ‘27 
Dr. Breacya Washington  ‘26 
 
Student Grievance Committee 
Dr. Megan DeGaris, Chair   ‘26 
Dr. Martha Munoz-Drummond ‘26 
Dr. Marija Sasek   ‘27 
Dr. Tarin Williams   ‘27 
Ms. Avery Knipfing (D4)   ‘26 
Ms. Majorie Wolfe (D3)   ‘26 
Ms. Emma Coffey (D2)   ‘26 
Ms. Allison Turner (D1)   ‘26 
Mr. Christopher Martin (DH4) ‘26 
Mr. Josiah French (DH3)   ‘26 
 
Postgraduate Affairs Advisory Committee 
(PAAC) 
Dr. Himabindu Dukka (Perio), Chair 
Dr. Tortu Deguchi (Interim, Ortho) 
Dr. Gill Diamond (MSOBIO) 
Dr. David Donatelli (Prosth) 
Dr. Robert Flint (OMFS) 
Dr. Tim Followell (Pedo) 
Dr. Timothy Naomi (GPR) 
Dr. Kent Sabey (Endo) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Brian Shumway (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Ricard Lamont (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
Department Chairs (Ex-Officio) 
 
 

Graduate Research Program  
Oversight Committee (GRPOC) 
Dr. Gill Diamond, Chair ‘27 
Dr. Michael Metz                 ‘27 
Dr. Omar Moustafa ‘26 
Dr. Gustavo Santaella  ‘26 
Dr. William Scarfe  ‘27 
Dr. Richard Lamont (Ex-Officio) 
 
Faculty Personnel Committee 
Dr. Lisa Sandell, Chair ’27                                                  
Dr. Himabindu Dukka  ‘26  
Dr. John Firriolo  ‘27  
Dr. George Kushner  ‘26  
Dr.  Richard Lamont  ‘27 
Dr. Michael Metz ‘26 
Dr. Kent Sabey  ‘27 
 
Community and Connection Committee  
Ms. Audra French, Chair  ‘26 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt (RARD) ‘26 
Dr. David Braunstein ‘27 
Dr. Venkata Gorthi Chandana (DXOH)  ‘26  
Dr. George Kushner (OMFS) ‘26 
Dr. Fata Moradali (OIID) ‘27 
Dr. Daniela Terson de Paleville ‘27 
      (Basic Science)                
Dr. Pallavi Patil (CMPD) ‘26 
Dr. Christiano Santos (DXOH)  ‘26  
Ms. Julie Drury (Community Outreach) N/A 
Ms. Dalton King (Clinical Staff)     ‘27 
Ms. Lauren Joseph (DH)  ‘27 
Dr. Sherry Babbage (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Abbie Beacham (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Jolene Zirnheld (Ex-Officio) 
Ms. Katherine Bell (Pedo Resident) ‘26 
Ms. Priyal Patel (D4)  ‘26 
Ms. Dierra Doaks (D3)    ‘26 
Ms. Michelle Hoang (D2)    ‘26 
Ms. Nikitha Mupparaju (D1)  ‘26 
Ms. Toni Johnson (DH4) ‘26 
Ms. Celina Martinez (DH3) ‘26 
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Research Committee 
Dr. Matthew Ramsey, Chair       ‘27 
Dr. Abbie Beacham                   ‘27 
Dr. Himabindu Dukka           ‘26 
Dr. Hector Martinez  ‘26 
Dr. Richard Lamont (Ex-Officio) 
Dean Appointed Members: 
Dr. Michael Metz  ‘27 
Dr. Gustavo Santaella                         ‘27 
 
DENTAL HYGIENE STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Dental Hygiene Program Admissions Committee 
Ms. Jennifer Osborne Rudy, Chair  
Ms. Donna Aden 
Ms. Julie Drury 
Mr. Adam Hall 
Dr. Rebecca Mercke (DMD) 
Ms. Lavina Myers 
Dr. Jackie Singleton 
Ms. Jami Campbell (Ex-Officio) 
Ms. Sara Dunaway (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Alma Ljaljevic (Ex-Officio) 
 
Dental Hygiene Program Curriculum Committee 
Mr. Adam Hall, Chair 
Ms. Donna Aden 
Ms. Julie Drury 
Dr. Rebecca Mercke (DMD) 
Ms. Lavina Myers 
Ms. Jennifer Osborne Rudy 
Dr. Jackie Singleton 
Dr. Zhao-Hui Song (Basic Science) 
Dr. Alma Ljaljevic (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
 
Dental Hygiene Academic Achievement Committee (DHAAC) 
Dr. Jackie Singleton, Chair 
Ms. Donna Aden 
Ms. Julie Drury 
Ms. Sara Dunaway  
Mr. Adam Hall 
Dr. Rebecca Mercke (DMD) 
Ms. Lavina Myers 
Ms. Jennifer Osborne Rudy 
Dr. J. Calvin Kouokam (Basic Science) 
Ms. Audra French (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
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AD HOC COMMITEES 
 
Accreditation Steering Committee 
Dr. Paula Collins (Co-Chair) 
Dr. Randall Vaught (Co-Chair) 
Dr. Abbie Beacham 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt 
Dr. Eduardo Bortoluzzi 
Ms. Jillian Cain 
Ms. Channon Carrico 
Ms. Julie Drury 
Dr. Alia Eldairi 
Dr. John Firriolo 
Dr. Margaret Hill 
Mr. Matt Hill 
Dr. Alma Ljaljevic 
Ms. Jennifer Malone 
Dr. Michael Metz 
Ms. Connie Rough 
Dr. Brian Shumway 
Dr. Jackie Singleton 
Dr. John Tichenor 
Dr. John Virag 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino 
 
Advanced Digital Dental Technologies 
Committee 
Dr. David Donatelli, Chair 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt 
Dr. Paula Collins 
Dr. Toru Deguchi 
Dr. Kathleen Fischer 
Mr. Neil Gallacher 
Dr. Michael Metz 
Dr. Daniel Montero 
Dr. Omar Moustafa 
Dr. William Scarfe 
 
Assessment and Effectiveness  
Committee 
Dr. Randall Vaught, Chair 
Dr. Wil Abshier (Team Leader) 
Dr. Julie Drury (Community Dental Health) 
Dr. Himabindu Dukka (Dir. Postgrad Prog.) 
Dr. Alia Eldairi (Dir. of Clinics) 
Dr. Amy Farnsworth (Alumni Board of Directors) 
Dr. John Firriolo (Dept. Chair) 
Dr. James Harrison (Faculty Assembly Chair) 
Dr. Brian Shumway (Assoc. Dean for Postgrad    Edu) 
Mr. Alden Silva (Staff Assembly Chair)  
Dr. Richard Lamont (Assoc. Dean for Research) 
Dr. Jackie Singleton (Director, Dental Hygiene) 
Mr. Chad Brinker (LASDA President) 

Dr. Paula Collins (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Alma Ljaljevic (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
 
Credential and Privileging Committee 
Dr. Alia Eldairi, Chair (Dir. of Clinics) 
Dr. Suzanne Barnes (OMFS) 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt (RARD) 
Dr. Kathleen Fischer (CMPD) 
Dr. John Virag (PPD, DXOH) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Assoc. Dean for Clinical 
Affairs, Ex-Officio) 
 
DMD Curriculum Steering Committee 
Dr. George Kushner, Chair (Chair, OMFS) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Associate Dean for Clinical 
Affairs) 
Dr. John Firriolo (Interim Chair, DXOH) 
Dr. Toru Deguchi (Chair, RARD) 
Dr. Richard Lamont (Chair, OIID) 
Dr. Michael Metz (Chair, CMPD) 
Dr. Gustavo Santaella (DMD Curriculum 
Comte. chair) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Interim Assoc. Dean 
Academic Affairs) 
 
Faculty Advanced Standing Committee 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino, Chair 
Dr. Paula Collins 
Dr. Alma Ljaljevic 
Dr. Marija Sasek 
 
Faculty Development Advisory Group 
Dr. Brian Shumway, Chair 
Ms. Danielle Brown 
Dr. Sudha Gudhimella 
Ms. Jennifer Rudy 
Dr. Lisa Sandell 
Dr. Breacya Washington 
 
Infection Control 
Dr. Paula Collins, Chair 
Ms. Dawn Avery 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt 
Ms. Julie Drury 
Mr. Damon Haney 
Ms. Kathy Metcalfe 
Mr. Patrick Rose 
Dr. Brian Shumway 
Mr. Alden Silva 
Dr. Janice Wilson 
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Materials and Equipment Committee 
Dr. Sandro Bitencourt, Chair (Materials) 
Dr. David Donatelli (Prosthodontics) 
Dr. Tim Followell (Pediatric Dentistry) 
Ms. Kathy Metcalfe (Dental Instrument 
Coordinator) 
Dr. Martha Munoz-Drummond (Team Leader) 
Dr. Kent Sabey (Endo) 
Dr. Gustavo Santaella (Radiology) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Ex-Officio) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Ex-Officio) 
 
Quality Assurance Steering Committee 
Dr. Juliet Dunaway, Chair, (Dir. of Quality 
Assurance) 
Dr. Jacob Bishop (Dir., Lab Quality Assur.) 
Ms. Jillian Cain (Clinic Operations Manager) 
Dr. Paula Collins (Assoc. Dean for Clinical 
Affairs) 
Dr. Alia Eldairi (Director of Clinics) 
Ms. Marilyn Greenwell (HIPAA Privacy Officer) 
Dr. Kathleen Fischer (PPD – Treatment 
Planning) 
Ms. Amanda Kline (Patient Care Rep.) 
Dr. Tiffany McPheeters (Faculty Rep.) 
Dr. Kent Sabey (Postgrad Prog. Rep.) 
Dr. Marija Sasek (CD, Intro. to Clin. Dent.) 
Dr. Jackie Singleton (Program Director of DH) 
Dr. Mark Vance (CD, Intro. to Clin Dent.) 
Dr. Randall Vaught (Dir. Institutional Effect. &   
Outcomes Assessment) 
Dr. Janice Wilson (Director of Infection 
Control) 
Dr. Sherrie Zaino (Interim, Assoc. Dean for 
Academic Affairs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


